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Dear Parent / GXardian
 
This booklet contains all of the information \oX need to knoZ aboXt \oXr child
learning a mXsical instrXment Zith SZindon MXsic SerYice. OXr team of specialist
tXtors proYide high qXalit\ tXition alongside e[citing mXsical ensembles, Zhich
are aYailable at all leYels for \oXr child to take part in.
 
Ζ am sXre \oX are aZare that learning to sing or to pla\ a mXsical instrXment can
be an e[tremel\ reZarding e[perience and Ze hope that this introdXctor\
booklet Zill help to gXide \oX in sXpporting \oXr child throXghoXt their mXsical
learning.
 
For more information on tXition and ensembles please Yisit oXr Zebsite
ZZZ.VPVFLR.RUJ. Ζf \oX ZoXld like an\ fXrther information, please contact Xs at
SZindon MXsic SerYice.
 
Peter Clark
 
Chief E[ecXtiYe Officer
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TKH EHQHILWV RI PXVLF
 
MXsic edXcation, inclXding learning to sing and to pla\ a mXsical instrXment, proYides
enormoXs benefits for \oXng people in terms of their intellectXal, social and emotional
deYelopment, motor skills, langXage, and oYerall literac\. All children can enjo\ and
respond to mXsic and eYer\one can become inYolYed in mXsic making to some degree.
 
WKDW DUH WKH VRFLDO EHQHILWV?
 
MXVLF IRU SUH-VFKRRO FKLOGUHQ FDQ KHOS WKHLU WUDQVLWLRQ LQWR SULPDU\ VFKRRO
 
ΖntrodXcing mXsic to children at an earl\ age can improYe their abilit\ to learn and
promote sharing, creatiYit\ and concentration. These are all inYalXable skills Zhen the\
enter a primar\ school Zhere the\ begin to form neZ friendships and deYelop social
skills.
 
LHDUQLQJ WR VLQJ RU WR SOD\ D PXVLFDO LQVWUXPHQW LPSDFWV JUHDWO\ RQ SHUVRQDO
DQG VRFLDO GHYHORSPHQW
 
Learning to sing or to pla\ a mXsical instrXment can be e[tremel\ motiYating and
proYides a feeling of accomplishment Zhen goals are achieYed. Ζt improYes coordination,
motor skills and teaches discipline throXgh regXlar practice. MXsic has been shoZn to
increase childrenȇs confidence and self-esteem as a resXlt of the encoXragement and
sXpport from their teacher and b\ performing in front of peers or an aXdience. For
children Zho haYe difficXlt\ commXnicating Yerball\, mXsic proYides a Za\ for them to
e[press themselYes in a non-Yerbal Za\. MXsic is a mediXm that is both accessible and
inclXsiYe.
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WKDW DUH WKH DFDGHPLF EHQHILWV?
 
MXVLF FDQ KHOS WR LPSURYH D FKLOGȇV UHDGLQJ DELOLW\
 
Learning to read mXsic can improYe stXdentsȇ abilit\ to remember Zords and so
improYe their YocabXlar\ and enhance their langXage deYelopment. MXsic inYolYes
constant reading and comprehension. When \oX see notes on a page, \oX haYe to
recognise Zhat the note name is and translate it to a pitch of note, finger or slide
position. At the same time, \oX need to be able to decipher rh\thmic patterns and if
pla\ing a brass or ZoodZind instrXment Xse \oXr tongXe to prodXce the correct
pattern.
 
MXVLF FDQ KHOS WR LPSURYH D FKLOGȇV QXPHUDF\ VNLOOV
 
Reading mXsic reqXires the coXnting of notes and decoding of rh\thms Zhich can
enhance mathematical skills. The learning benefits deriYe from the similarit\ of rh\thms
and patterns and the abilit\ to interpret notes and s\mbols. EYen at an earl\ stage,
pla\ing mXsical games or rh\thm games can be a positiYe learning e[perience for
children.
 
ȆPOD\LQJ DQ LQVWUXPHQWȇ FDQ EH XVHG WR DFKLHYH D DXNH RI EGLQEXUJK AZDUG
(DRIE)
 
ȆPla\ing an instrXmentȇ is one of the most popXlar actiYities Xsed b\ stXdents to achieYe
their DXke of EdinbXrgh AZard. A DofE AZard is an e[cellent Za\ to demonstrate the
skills deYeloped throXgh e[tra-cXrricXlar actiYities, particXlarl\ Zhen appl\ing to
XniYersities.
 
ΖW FDQ LPSURYH FKDQFHV RI DFFHVVLQJ KLJKHU HGXFDWLRQ
 
According to a poll of 63 XniYersit\ admissions teams, aboXt 59% of staff sa\ eYidence of
e[tra-cXrricXlar actiYities has become more piYotal in their decisions. (The Times
EdXcational SXpplement JanXar\ 2015)
 
<RX FDQ JDLQ DGGLWLRQDO UCAS SRLQWV IRU HQWU\ WR KLJKHU HGXFDWLRQ
 
MXsic e[ams taken throXgh the Associated Board of the Ro\al Schools of MXsic
(ABRSM), Trinit\ College of MXsic and Rockschool from grades 6-8 can attract 5-75 UCAS
Tariff points. Trinit\ College London also aZard 35 UCAS Tariff points for Gold Arts
AZards. Man\ higher edXcation coXrse proYiders Xse a UCAS Tariff points total in their
entr\ reqXirements achieYed b\ conYerting qXalifications sXch as A leYels (and man\
others) into points to alloZ them to compare applicants. For more information, please
Yisit ZZZ.XFDV.FRP and ZZZ.DUWVDZDUG.RUJ.XN
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TKH UROH RI WKH VWXGHQW
 
Learning to sing or to pla\ a mXsical instrXment can be an e[tremel\ reZarding
e[perience that reqXires commitment and consistent practice. The stXdent shoXld be
prepared to:
 

 Practice at least fiYe da\s a Zeek as recommended b\ their tXtor.
 

 Attend lessons Zith the appropriate eqXipment and mXsic.
 

 Participate in school and ensemble actiYities appropriate for their leYel Zhere
aYailable.
 

 Maintain their instrXment as instrXcted b\ their tXtor if appropriate.
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TKH UROH RI WKH SDUHQW / JXDUGLDQ
 
The role of a parent / gXardian of a child learning a mXsical instrXment is e[tremel\
important in helping them reach their potential. This can be achieYed b\:
 

 EncoXraging them to practise at least fiYe da\s a Zeek and monitoring their
attendance at lessons, sXpporting an\ feedback from the tXtor.
 

 AlloZing them the appropriate space to practise aZa\ from distractions sXch as
pets, teleYisions etc. The abilit\ to concentrate and listen is Yer\ important.
 

 ProYiding the necessar\ resoXrces sXch as mXsic, strings, rosin, reeds, YalYe oil etc.
Zhere appropriate. Ζt is important to proYide a mXsic stand or a similar arrangement
Zhich alloZs the child to sit / stand properl\. Bad postXral habits can affect the childȇs
techniqXe or, if learning a ZoodZind or brass instrXment, their breathing techniqXe.
 

 EnsXring that \oX haYe collected their instrXment (if appropriate) before the lessons
commence and being aZare that it is the childȇs responsibilit\ to maintain their
instrXment.
 

 HaYing an actiYe inYolYement in their deYelopment and sharing their enthXsiasm.

 P
aU

eQ
WV

 a
Qd

 G
Xa

Ud
ia

QV

Page - 8



LHVVRQV
 
OXr team of specialist tXtors deliYer on-line  indiYidXal lessons Zhich are proYided in
consXltation Xsing the information beloZ. The tXtors mainl\ Xse Sk\pe or Zoom to
deliYer these on-line lessons

The deliYer\ of a block of 10 lessons  is gXaranteed. ShoXld the minimXm of 10 lessons
not be deliYered dXe to tXtor XnaYailabilit\, a pro rata refXnd or credit at the end of the
block of 10 lessons Zill be made.
 
ASSO\LQJ IRU OHVVRQV
 
Lessons can be applied for Yia oXr online registration s\stem on oXr Zebsite. ShoXld \oX
need an\ assistance in appl\ing for lessons, please contact: L\nn HaZkins or PaXl RoZe
T: 07395887191 E: lhaZkins@smscio.co.Xk or T: 07395887493 E:
paXlroZe@smscio.co.Xk 
 
FHHV
 
Fees are pXblished annXall\ and are aYailable to YieZ online at ZZZ.VPVFLR.RUJ
 
PD\PHQWV
 
YoX Zill receiYe an inYoice prior to the beginning of the 10-Zeek block of lessons. The
pa\ment of lessons and instrXment hire can be paid to SZindon MXsic SerYice b\
credit/debit card pa\ment b\ phone or online throXgh Parent Mail, or b\ bank transfer.
YoX Zill receiYe details of these pa\ment methods along Zith each inYoice.
 
THUPV & CRQGLWLRQV
For fXll terms and conditions for on-line tXition can be see thebZHEVLWH:
ZZZ.VPVFLR.FR.XN
 

 SWULQJ  WRRGZLQG  BUDVV (< 3+)  OWKHU

 Violin (Y1+)

 Viola (Y1+)

 Cello (Y1+)

 DoXble Bass (Y3+)

 FlXte (Y3+)

 Oboe (Y3+)

Clarinet (Y3+)

Bassoon (Y3+)

Sa[ophone (Y3+)

Recorder (R+)

TrXmpetb/ Cornetb

French Horn/Tenor Horn b

Baritone b

EXphoniXm / TXba b

Trombone b

PercXssion (inc. DrXm Kit (Y1+)b

Ke\poards / Piano (Y1+)b

GXitar (Y2+)b

UkXlele  (Y1+)b

Singing (Voiceb (R+)b
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RHPLVVLRQV
 
ΖQFRPH SXSSRUW
 
Where a famil\ is in receipt of income sXpport there is a discoXnt ranging from 60% -
100% to access SZindon MXsic SerYiceȇs proYision, please contact Xs for a
registration form or doZnload a form at ZZZ.VPVFLR.RUJ. This proYision is limited
to lessons and associated instrXment hire on one instrXment Zhilst fXnds are
aYailable.
 
SZindon MXsic SerYice Zill need Yerification Zhether the parent/gXardian is in
receipt of income sXpport.
 
BXUVDULHV
 
A limited fXnd is aYailable to proYide sXpport to families Zho ZoXld not otherZise be
able to access proYision.
 
Ζf \oX haYe an\ qXeries regarding pa\ment or remissions, please contact:
 
L\nn HaZkins    T: 07395887191bE: lhaZkins@smscio.co.Xk
 
CDQFHOODWLRQ RI LHVVRQV
 
As per oXr Cancellation Polic\, shoXld \oX Zish to ZithdraZ \oXr child from lessons,
Zritten notice is reqXired before the end of the 10-Zeek block if \oX Zish tXition to
cease.bNotificationbmXst be receiYed in Zriting to: SZLQGRQ MXVLF SHUYLFH, TKH
PODWIRUP, FDULQJGRQ RRDG SZLQGRQ SN1 5BJbRU E\ HPDLO:
OKDZNLQV@VPVFLR.FR.XN.
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CRQWacWiQg \RXU TXWRU
 
Parentbcommunicationbwith tutors is channelled through the Admin office.  We
encourage parents not to contact tutors directl\, until we have permission from both the
parent and the assigned tutor to  exchange email addresses in accordance with GDPR
rules and procedures.
 
QXaliW\ aVVXUaQce
 
Our tutors are all qualit\ assured b\ Swindon Music Service Management team. Should
\ou have an\ queries regarding a tutor please contact:
 
Paul Rowe
Schools Operational Deliver\ Manager
T: 07395887191
E: paulrowe@smscio.co.uk
 
or,
 
L\nnHawkins
SYM Artistic Manager and Singing Champion
T: 07395887493
E: lhawkins@smscio.co.uk
 
AddiWiRQal WXiWiRQ
 
Students receiving lessons through Swindon Music Service are advised not to receive
additional tuition from another tutor/teacher on the same instrument. There are no
benefits to having an additional tutor/teacher and it is important that \ou are aware of
the issues that can arise if \ou choose to do this. Each tutor/teacher has an individual
approach to teaching and therefore learning with two specialists can be ver\ confusing
for the child and ma\ hinder progress.
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CaUe Rf iQVWUXPeQWV
 
Musical instruments are fragile and expensive, it is the childȇs responsibilit\ to
maintain their instrument. We would recommend that \ou:
 

 Ensure that the instrument is treated with care at all times as directed b\ the
tutor and, if on loan, is returned in good condition when requested.
 

 Allow the instrument to onl\ be used b\ the student to whom it belongs.
 

 Ensure that space is made available for the safe keeping of the instrument, when
it is not being pla\ed it should be kept in the case.
 
HiUe
 
Ζnstrument hire is available through the Swindon Music Service Hire Service, parents
are required to collect and return the instrument from/to the SMS office at The
Platform, Faringdon Road, Swindon SN1 5BJ.  For more information on Ζnstrument
hire, ask for the seperate brocure:  ΖQVWUXPeQW HiUe or visit the website:
www.smscio.org
 
BX\iQg aQ iQVWUXPeQW
 
Ζf \ou are considering bu\ing \our child a musical instrument, we strongl\ advise that
\ou speak to \our childȇs tutor who will advise \ou which instrument is best for \our
child. Our tutors are specialists in their field and have a vast knowledge on the
appropriate make and price of instruments suitable for the level of \our child.
 
The Swindon Music Service Ζnstrument Hire Service sometimes  offers second hand
instruments for sale at low prices. An Assisted Purchase Scheme is also
sometimesbavailable. Through this scheme the service purchases the instrument of
\our choice, \ou then repa\ the service interest free over an agreed period of time.
The instrument remains the propert\ of Swindon Music Service until all pa\ments
have been made.bShould \ou move to live elsewhere awa\ from Swindonball
outstanding costs must be completed. This scheme is available to all students in
receipt of a lesson through Swindon Music Service and in full time education in
Swindon.
 
Ζf \ou have an\ queries regarding instrument hire or bu\ing an instrument, please
contact:
 
Paul Rowe: T: 07395887493 E: paulrowe@smscio.co.uk
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ABRSM, RRckVchRRl & TUiQiW\ CRllege e[aPiQaWiRQV
 
Associated Board of the Ro\al Schools of Music (ABRSM) and Trinit\ College London
offer music examinations. These examinations provide a progressive s\stem of
assessments ranging generall\ from Grade 1 to 8 and are recognised as international
benchmarks of achievement valued b\ teachers and music institutions all over the
world.
 
To read more about ABRSM, ABRSM Music Medals, Rockschool and Trinit\ College
London examinations please visit the links below:
 
AVVRciaWed BRaUd Rf Whe RR\al SchRRlV Rf MXVic
 
ZZZ.abUVP.RUg
 
TUiQiW\ CRllege LRQdRQ
 
ZZZ.WUiQiW\cRllege.cRP
 
RRckVchRRl
 
ZZZ.WUiQiW\URck.cRP
 
Students ma\ be invited to enter for an examination b\ their teacher when the\ have
reached the appropriate level of skill and technique on their instrument.b

Ex
am

in
at

io
ns

Page - 13



OSSRUWXQiWieV
 
Pla\ing in ensembles, bands and orchestras is an integral part of a studentȇs musical
development, as the\ are a fun and social wa\ to greatl\ develop their pla\ing. Not onl\ does
it enhance \oung peopleȇs musical and social skills but additionall\ teaches them
transferable skills such as teamwork, discipline and achievement.
 
SZiQdRQ YRXQg MXViciaQV (SYM) EQVePbleV
 
Swindon Young Musicians boffer a variet\ of ensembles to Swindon Music Service and private
students.  SYM including orchestras, wind bands and choirs. Rehearsals take place in The
Platform, Faringdon Road, Swindon SN1 5BJ 
 
Swindon YoungbMusiciansborchestras, bands and ensembles  provide a friendl\, fun and
exciting musical experience.  Students will pla\ and learn man\ different st\les of music. 
 Students will  have the opportunit\ to make new friends from schools across Swindon and
the surrounding area. 
 
To join Swindon Young Musicians, \ou pa\ a subscription fee, which enables the member to
visit and attend as man\ group activities that the timetable allows.  As a subscription club,
\ou pa\ to become a member and therefore the cost is QRW based on attendance.  As
abresult, \ou can also agree to allow us to claim gift aid.  More more information about
appl\ing gift aid to \our membershipbsubscriptionbplease visit our website or talk to a
member of staff.
 
Weekl\ rehearsals are focused and enjo\able. The\bprovide wonderful performance
opportunities covering extensive repertoire. 
 

bSaWXUda\ UeheaUValV
Winds bands; String groups; Guitar & Ukulele groups; Recorder group; Woodwind group;
Saxophone group; Clarinet group; Ja]]bimprovisationbgroup; Steel Pan band; general music
(theor\) sessions; Choirs; Rock Pod (Rock & pop bands)
 
For more information, e-application forms,  times and rehearsal dates please visit our
website ZZZ.VPVciR.RUg
 

 TXeVda\ UeheaUValV
 Rock Pod (Rock & pop bands); Rock school
 
For more information, e-application forms,  times and rehearsal dates please visit our
website ZZZ.VPVciR.RUg
 

 WedQeVda\ UeheaUValV
String group.
 
For more information, e-application forms,  times and rehearsal dates please visit our
website ZZZ.VPVciR.RUg
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Contact:

Swindon Music Service
The Platform
Faringdon Road
Swindon
SN1 5BJ


